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Unassigned 

Decennber 18, 2001 

Unassigned 

Unassigned 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior substantive examination of this application, it is respectfully requested that 
the following changes be implemented. 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Please replace claims 4 and 8 with the new versions shown on the following 
sheets. Please also add new claim 11. 

*ln accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 21 {c){ii), marked-up version(s) of the 
amended ciaim(s) are provided on separate sheet(s) at the end of this response under 
the heading of Marked-uo Versions of Amen ded Claims. 

4. (Once amended) The tool {101 ; 102) according to claim 1 , characterized in that 
said tool comprises 

an outer feeding means {33; 133) for pushing the proximal plug member (3), said outer 
feeding means being provided with an axial through bore; 

an inner feeding means {34; 134) for pushing the distal plug member (2), said inner 
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feeding means being provided with an axial through bore for moveably receiving said 
retracting means (6), and said inner feeding means being disposed for movement in said 
bore of said outer feeding means; 

said gear mechanism (32; 132) being coupled to said inner feeding means and said 
outer feeding means; and 

a pushing means (36; 150) for pushing the gear mechanism (32; 132), the outer 
feeding means (33; 133) and the proximal plug member (3) with respect to the casing 
(30; 130) of the tool, in a direction towards the wound. 

8. (Once amended) A system for closing a wound in a punctured vessel, 
characterized In that a sealing device according to claim 7 is inserted and mated by the 
use of a tool. 

1 1. (Newly added) A system as for closing a wound in a punctured vessel according 
to claim 8, wherein the tool comprises a gear mechanism coupled to the retracting 
means for converting a movement of the tool in a proximal direction away from the 
wound, when the distal plug member is anchored in a. vessel, to a pushing movement 
for moving the proximal plug member in a direction toward the distal plug member in 
response to a stretching force in the retracting means. 

REMARKS 

The amendments which are proposed in this response are deemed to improve 
the clarity and form of the claims. Support for the newly presented claim is found in at 
least originally presented claim 1 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: December 18, 2001 By 

Glenn Law 

FOLEY & LARDNER Registration No. 34,371 

Washington Harbour 
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 500 
\ Washington, D.C. 20007-5109 
Telephone: (202) 672-5327 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 
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MARKED-UP VERSIONS OF AMENDED CLAIMS 

4. (Once amended) The tool (101; 102) according to [anyone of clainns 1 through 
3] claim 1 , characterized in that said tool comprises 

an outer feeding means (33; 133) for pushing the proximal plug member (3), said outer 
feeding means being provided with an axial through bore; 

an inner feeding means (34; 134) for pushing the distal plug member (2), said inner 
feeding means being provided with an axial through bore for moveably receiving said 
retracting means (6), and said inner feeding means being disposed for movement in said 
bore of said outer feeding means; 

said gear mechanism (32; 132) being coupled to said inner feeding means and said 
outer feeding means; and 

a pushing means (36; 1 50) for pushing the gear mechanism (32; 132), the outer 
feeding means (33; 133) and the proximal plug member (3) with respect to the casing 
(30; 130) of the tool, in a direction towards the wound. 



8. (Once amended) A system for closing a wound in a punctured vessel, 
characterized in that a sealing device according to claim 7 is inserted and mated by the 
use of a tool [according to anyone of claims 1 through 6]. 
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